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1. Dorothy Matilda Figueira, Aryans, Jews, Brahmins: Theorizing Authority Through Myths of
Identity (Albany: State University of New York Press, 2002); see also Thomas R. Trautmann,
Aryans and British India (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1997).
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1. See Ellison’s review of Amiri Baraka’s “Blues People” in The Collected Essays of Ralph Ellison
(New York: Modern Library, 1995); and Albert Murray, The Omni-Americans: New Perspectives
on Black Experience and American Culture (New York: Quterbridge & Dienstfrey, 1970).

2. On these matters, see Daniel Matlin, “Blues Under Siege: Ralph Ellison, Albert Murray, and the
Idea of America,” in Uncertain Empire: American History and the ldea of the Cold War, ed. Joel
Isaac and Duncan Bell, 195-222 (New York: Oxford University Press, 2012), esp. 216.

3. Stephen Howe, Afrocentrism: Mythical Pasts and Imagined Homes (London: Verso, 1998).
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1. Quentin Skinner, “Meaning and Understanding in the History of Ideas,” History and Theory
8 no. 1(1969): 3-53.
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1. Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, Selected Correspondence, 1846-1895, with Explanatory Notes
(Moscow: International Publishers, 1942), 511.

2. John Breuilly, Nationalism and the State, 2nd ed. (Manchester: Manchester University Press,
1993), 54.
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Hamid Ahmadi, “Unity Within Diversity: Foundations and Dynamics of National Identity in
Iran,” Critique: Critical Middle Eastern Studies 14, no. 1 (2005): 127-47.
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1. Mohammad Tavakoli-Targhi, “Review, Mostafa Vaziri’s Tran as Imagined Nation: The
Construction of National Identity,” International Journal of Middle East Studies 26, no. 2 (1994):
316-18.
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1. Mohammad Tavakoli-Targhi, “Refashioning Iran: Language and Culture During the
Constitutional Revolution,” franian Studies 23, ro. 1-4 (1990): 77-101.

2. See, in particular, Mohammad Tavakoli-Targhi, “Contested Memories: Narrative Structures
and Allegorical Meanings of Iran’s Pre-Islamic History,” Iranian Studies 29, no. 1-2 (1996): 149-
75, and
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