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Albert Houtum-Schindler

General Sir Albert Houtum-Schindler, KCIE (born 24
September 1844, the Netherlands or Germany; died 15 June
1916, Fenstanton, England) was a scholar of Persia and an
employee of the Persian government.

Educated in engineering at Leipzig University, Houtum-
Schindler was recruited to Persia in 1848 by the Indo-
European Telegraph Service. Eight years later he became an
inspector-general of the Persian telegraph service, and
acquired the honorary rank of general in the Persian army. In
1882 he became the managing director of Khaorasan's
turquoise mines, and in 1889 became the inspector of
branches for the Imperial Bank, as well as inspector-general
of mines for the Persian Bank Mining Rights Corporation.
However, he was dismissed in 1894 after this failed, which
was deemed due to his management. By 1896 Houtum-
Schindler had become Director of the Foreign Office Control
Department and acted as adviser to the Persian Government
on numerous topics. From 1902 to 1911 he held the post of
honorary consul-general for Sweden. Houtum-Schindler
married Louise Fagergren in 1870. She died in 1879 and in 1884
he married an English woman, Florence, with whom he has
two sons, Alexander and Leonard. He retired to England in
1911, suffering increasingly from gout, and died in 1916.

Research and writing

During his work at the telegraph and mining operations,
Houtum-Schindler travelled much of the country for long
periods, during which he accumulated extensive amounts of
geographical, archaeological, historical, linguistic,
ethnographic, biological and financial data, and produced
maps of various regions. The specialist library that he
accumulated caused him to be frequently consulted for



advice by European companies, foreign legations, and
travellers; and he published over fifty articles in leading
journals of the time, as well as writing articles for handbooks
and reference works, including numerous articles for the 1911
Encyclopeedia Britannica. in 1879, Houtum-Schindler was
ordered by the Persian government to curtail his excursions
in Kerman province "because his horses and mules ate up all
the stock" of grain in the province, which mostly imported its
grain.
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